
What is OCREVUS?
OCREVUS is a prescription medicine used  
to treat:
•  Relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis (MS), 

to include clinically isolated syndrome, 
relapsing-remitting disease, and active 
secondary progressive disease, in adults.

•  Primary progressive MS, in adults.
It is not known if OCREVUS is safe and 
effective in children.
Who should not receive OCREVUS?
Do not receive OCREVUS if you have an 
active hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection.
Do not receive OCREVUS if you have 
had a life-threatening allergic reaction to 
OCREVUS. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have had an allergic reaction to 
OCREVUS or any of its ingredients in  
the past. 

Important Safety Information
What is the most important information  
I should know about OCREVUS?

OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, 
including: 
•  Infusion reactions: Infusion reactions 

are a common side effect of 
OCREVUS, which can be serious and 
may require you to be hospitalized. 
You will be monitored during your 
infusion and for at least 1 hour after 
each infusion of OCREVUS for signs 
and symptoms of an infusion reaction. 

Use this step-by-step guide to 
help you get ready for treatment.

YOUR OCREVUS  
WELCOME GUIDE

For patients with relapsing multiple sclerosis (MS)  
or primary progressive multiple sclerosis (PPMS)

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf


Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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hello
Welcome to OCREVUS!

Enclosed is information for starting your journey with OCREVUS, a 2-times-a-year* 
treatment approved for relapsing MS or PPMS.

Inside, you will find a step-by-step Welcome Guide to help you get ready for your first 
infusion. We hope you’ll take some time to review the information in this guide and keep 
it handy throughout your treatment with OCREVUS. It is important to remember that, 
although this is a comprehensive resource, you should always talk with your healthcare 
provider about any questions you may have. 

The guide also tells you about OCREVUS CONNECTS™, your all-in-one treatment 
resource that covers everything from infusion to insurance questions. It also gets you  
in touch with Patient Navigators. Learn more about how a Patient Navigator can help 
you on page 15.

Need support? Call OCREVUS CONNECTS™

OCREVUS CONNECTS™ offers personal support throughout your treatment.  
If you have questions, call 1-844-OCREVUS (627-3887) and someone will  
assist you.

Table of 
contents

About
OCREVUS

Infusion
experience

OCREVUS
support

Additional
resources

FAQs

*Your first dose will be split between 2 treatments for a total of 3 treatments your first year.
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Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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My doctor and I both wanted to make a choice that would
fit into my life and could help to give me some control
of my relapsing MS. That choice was OCREVUS.”

-Kim, USING OCREVUS SINCE 2017

OCREVUS at a glance

*Compared with REBIF® in RMS and placebo in PPMS. REBIF® is a registered trademark of EMD Serono, Inc. 
†Data on file. Genentech, Inc. March 2020 
‡Based on Symphony Health Association data July 2017 through April 2020. 

About OCREVUS
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Safety profile based 
on 3 clinical trials.

Proven effective in 
reducing relapses 

and slowing disability 
progression in 
relapsing MS.*

Proven effective in 
slowing disability 

progression in PPMS.*

In just 3 years, 
more than 150,000 
people have been 

treated globally with 
OCREVUS.†

The #1 prescribed 
disease-modifying 
therapy (DMT) for 
people starting or 
switching to a new 

MS medication.‡

Important Safety Information 
What is the most important information I should know about OCREVUS?  
OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, including: 
• Infection: 

o OCREVUS increases your risk of getting upper respiratory tract infections, lower 
respiratory tract infections, skin infections, and herpes infections. Infections are a 
common side effect, which can be serious. Tell your healthcare provider if you have an 
infection or have any of the following signs of infection including fever, chills, or a 
cough that does not go away. Signs of herpes include cold sores, shingles, genital 
sores, skin rash, pain, and itching. Signs of more serious herpes infection include: 
changes in vision, eye redness or eye pain, severe or persistent headache, stiff neck, 
and confusion. Signs of infection can happen during treatment or after you have 
received your last dose of OCREVUS. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have an infection. Your healthcare provider should delay your treatment with 
OCREVUS until your infection is gone.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Getting started with OCREVUS treatment
How the dosing schedule works

OCREVUS is given 2-times-a-year. You’ll receive OCREVUS as an intravenous (IV) infusion.

Your first dose is split

To get started, your first dose will be split between 2 infusions for a total of 3 infusions 
your first year. The first 2 infusions will last about 2.5 hours* each and be 2 weeks apart. 
Total appointment time will be about 4-5 hours each. This is to see how your body may 
respond to OCREVUS. 
•  OCREVUS should be given under the close supervision of an experienced healthcare 

provider with access to appropriate medical support to manage severe reactions such 
as serious infusion reactions.

All following doses

*The duration of infusion could be longer if an infusion reaction occurs.

300 mg 300 mg 600 mg

weeks months

2 6

600 mg 600 mg

months

6

For more details about the infusion process, including any premedication you may be given, see pages 7-11.
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These doses will be given as one single infusion lasting about 2-4 hours*, 2-times-a-year. 
Total appointment time will be about 4-6 hours each. 

If you haven’t had any serious infusion reactions with previous OCREVUS infusions, a 
shorter infusion option is available. Talk to your doctor to see if the shorter, 2-hour 
option may be right for you.

Important Safety Information 
What is the most important information I should know about OCREVUS? 
OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, including:
• Infusion reactions: Infusion reactions are a common side effect of OCREVUS, 

which can be serious and may require you to be hospitalized. You will be 
monitored during your infusion and for at least 1 hour after each infusion of 
OCREVUS for signs and symptoms of an infusion reaction.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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What to know

Your first infusion

Where you will receive your infusion

OCREVUS should be given under the close supervision of an experienced healthcare 
provider with access to appropriate medical support to manage infusion reactions, 
which have the potential to be severe. Your healthcare provider will review all of your 
infusion location options, including home infusion, and determine which is best for you.

Your OCREVUS infusion will be administered by different types of trained 
medical professionals. Who administers it will depend on where you are 
receiving treatment.

In some infusion centers you may be in a private room, or in a shared space. And each 
infusion center has its own policy about what you can or cannot bring with you, so 
you may want to reach out to your healthcare team prior to your appointment. Talk to 
your doctor to see if a home infusion is right for you. 

With OCREVUS, your healthcare provider or nurse will review the process and answer 
any questions you may have. Knowing the basics can help you feel more prepared.

Check out pages 7-11 for a detailed overview of what to expect when receiving your 
first infusion with OCREVUS.
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I don’t think my doctor realized he gave me more than
just medicine that day — he gave me hope.”

-Misti, USING OCREVUS SINCE 2017

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Your first infusion
What to expect: Preinfusion

Before each infusion of OCREVUS:

•  Your healthcare team will check your 
vital signs, evaluate for active infections, 
and ask questions about your overall 
health

•  30-60 minutes before your infusion, 
you will be given medications, such as 
corticosteroids, an antihistamine, and 
antifever medication to help reduce 
possible infusion reactions

(30-60 minutes)

Table of 
contents

About
OCREVUS

Infusion
experience

OCREVUS
support

Additional
resources

FAQs

Finally the day had come to get my infusion. I had made it!
I brought a bag with me that had my laptop, word search
puzzles and snacks. The nurses were great — they made
me feel so comfortable.”

-Nadejda, USING OCREVUS SINCE 2017

Important Safety Information 
What is the most important information I should know about OCREVUS?  
OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, including: 

o Progressive Multifocal Leukoencephalopathy (PML): Although no cases have been 
seen with OCREVUS treatment in clinical trials, PML may happen with OCREVUS.  
PML is a rare brain infection that usually leads to death or severe disability. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new or worsening neurologic signs or 
symptoms. These may include problems with thinking, balance, eyesight, weakness on 
1 side of your body, strength, or using your arms or legs.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Your first infusion
What to expect:  
During your infusion

•  You’ll be seated in a supportive chair along 
with all of your belongings

•  Be sure to have some entertainment and 
snacks on hand to pass the time

•  Once you’re settled, an IV infusion needle  
will be placed in your arm and connected  
to an infusion pump

•  Your infusion will last about 2.5 hours

•  If an infusion reaction occurs, your  
healthcare team may stop or slow the rate  
of your infusion

•  Your healthcare team will monitor you  
closely from start to finish

(2.5 hours)
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Important Safety Information 
What is the most important information I should know about OCREVUS?  
OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, including: 

o Hepatitis B virus (HBV) reactivation: Before starting treatment with OCREVUS, your 
healthcare provider will do blood tests to check for hepatitis B viral infection. If you 
have ever had hepatitis B virus infection, the hepatitis B virus may become active again 
during or after treatment with OCREVUS. Hepatitis B virus becoming active again 
(called reactivation) may cause serious liver problems, including liver failure or death. 
Your healthcare provider will monitor you if you are at risk for hepatitis B virus 
reactivation during treatment and after you stop receiving OCREVUS.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Your first infusion
What to expect:  
After your infusion

•  For at least 1 hour after your OCREVUS 
infusion, you will be monitored for any side 
effects or infusion reactions

•  It’s important to call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any signs 
or symptoms up to 24 hours after your 
infusion. See side effects on the next page 
for a list of possible infusion reactions

(1 hour)
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My infusion nurse is great about monitoring me throughout the  
entire process. Before every infusion, she gives me medicine to  
help manage any potential reactions and keeps me an hour  
afterward to ensure I am good to go.”

-Judi, USING OCREVUS SINCE 2017

Important Safety Information 
What is the most important information I should know about OCREVUS?  
OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, including: 

o Weakened immune system: OCREVUS taken before or after other medicines that 
weaken the immune system could increase your risk of getting infections.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Your first infusion

How to identify infusion reactions

What to expect:  
Total appointment time

Infusion reactions are a common side effect of OCREVUS, which can be serious and may 
require you to be hospitalized. In clinical studies, some people had an infusion reaction 
during their OCREVUS infusion. These reactions were most common during and within an 
hour after the infusion. Most infusion reactions were mild to moderate, and treatable with 
infusion adjustments and medicines to help with the reactions.

Infusion reactions can occur up to 24 hours after receiving an infusion with OCREVUS. 
Symptoms of infusion reactions include, but are not limited to:

If you notice any signs of an infusion reaction during the infusion process or up to 24 
hours later, call your healthcare provider right away.

• itchy skin 
• rash 
• hives 
• tiredness 
• coughing or wheezing 
• trouble breathing 

• throat irritation or pain 
• feeling faint 
• fever 
• redness on your face (flushing) 
• nausea 
• headache 

(4-5 hours for your first infusion) 4-5
HOURS

Total
appointment

time
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• swelling of the throat 
• dizziness 
• shortness of breath 
• fatigue 
• fast heart beat 

Important Safety Information 
What is the most important information I should know about OCREVUS?  
OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, including: 
• Decreased immunoglobulins: OCREVUS may cause a decrease in some types of 

immunoglobulins. Your healthcare provider will do blood tests to check your blood 
immunoglobulin levels.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Next steps

Planning ahead

Once you’ve completed your first dose, which is given  
as 2 separate infusions 2 weeks apart, your next infusion  
will take place in 6 months. 

Put it in writing!
 

Make sure when you schedule your next infusion appointment
to mark it on your calendar before you leave. That way you

won’t have to think about it for another 6 months.

2x
A YEAR†

†Your first dose will be split between 2 treatments for a total of 3 treatments your first year.
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Important Safety Information 
Before receiving OCREVUS, tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical 
conditions, including if you: 
• have ever taken, take, or plan to take medicines that affect your immune system, or 

other treatments for MS.
• have ever had hepatitis B or are a carrier of the hepatitis B virus.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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FAQs
Q: How long is the total appointment time?
A: • First appointment

o About 4-5 hours*

• All following appointments
o About 4-6 hours*

The total time may include:
• An infection assessment, to help determine any active infection
• About 30-60 minutes of premedication time
• About 2.5 hours for the first dose infusion, or 2-4 hours* for following infusions

o  If you haven’t had any serious infusion reactions with previous OCREVUS  
infusions, a shorter infusion option is available. Talk to your doctor to see  
if the shorter, 2-hour option may be right for you.

• Approximately 1 hour of monitoring time after your infusion

Q: How long does the OCREVUS infusion take?
A: • First dose:

o  2 separate infusions 2 weeks apart. Each infusion will last about 2.5 hours*

•  All following doses:
o 1 single infusion 2-times-a-year. Each infusion will last about 2-4 hours*
o   If you haven’t had any serious infusion reactions with previous OCREVUS  

infusions, a shorter infusion option is available. Talk to your doctor to see if  
the shorter, 2-hour option may be right for you.

o  Please keep in mind that these times do not include time for your infection  
assessment, premedication, or monitoring after your infusion.

Q: Can I pause or stop the infusion if I start to feel unwell?
A:  If you experience an infusion reaction, you may be given medicines to treat the  

reaction, and the infusion may need to be slowed down or stopped by your 
healthcare provider. When the symptoms resolve, the infusion may be continued.  
If the infusion reaction is life-threatening, your healthcare provider will permanently 
stop treatment with OCREVUS.

*The duration of infusion could be longer if an infusion reaction occurs.
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Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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FAQs (cont’d)
Q: Can I get a vaccination while taking OCREVUS? 
A:  You should not receive certain types of vaccines during your treatment. Talk with your 

healthcare provider about any recent or scheduled vaccinations before taking 
OCREVUS. For more information, see pages 23-25.

Q: When can infusion reactions typically occur? 
A:  In clinical studies with OCREVUS, infusion reactions were a common side effect and 

can happen for up to 24 hours after your infusion. In these studies, the rate of infusion 
reactions was 34%-40%. Infusion reactions were most common during and within an 
hour after the infusion. Most infusion reactions were mild to moderate, and treatable 
with infusion adjustments and medicines to help with the reactions.

Q: What happens if I miss a dose of OCREVUS? 
A:  If a planned infusion of OCREVUS is missed, it should be given as soon as possible; do 

not wait until the next planned dose. Doses must be separated by at least 5 months.

Q: Can I still get my infusion if I have an infection? 
A:  Your healthcare provider will check if you have an active infection, and if you do, 

will temporarily delay your infusion until the infection goes away.

Q: How can OCREVUS affect pregnancy? 
A:  You should tell your healthcare provider if you are pregnant, think that you might be 

pregnant, or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if OCREVUS will harm your 
unborn baby. You should use birth control (contraception) during treatment with 
OCREVUS and for 6 months after your last infusion of OCREVUS. Talk with your 
healthcare provider about what birth control method is right for you during this time.

•  Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take  
OCREVUS during pregnancy. If you become pregnant while receiving OCREVUS, 
tell your healthcare provider right away. Talk to your healthcare provider about 
registering with the OCREVUS Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of this registry is 
to collect information about your health and your baby’s health. Your healthcare 
provider can enroll you in this registry by calling 1-833-872-4370 or visiting  
www.ocrevuspregnancyregistry.com.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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OCREVUS CONNECTS™ is a resource center dedicated to 
answering your questions related to OCREVUS and MS

We’re here to help you with infusion resources, insurance coverage questions, and more 
throughout your treatment journey. When you dial the toll-free number 1-844-OCREVUS 
(627-3887), you’ll speak directly with a Patient Navigator who will connect you with the 
service that will best meet your need. 

Support is available Monday-Friday, 9 AM-8 PM ET.

The support services we offer

Patient Navigators*
your guide throughout your 
treatment with OCREVUS

Answers to questions
about OCREVUS

and MS

Additional resources
including live

programs

OCREVUS CONNECTS™ is an all-in-one resource that answers 
your questions as fast as possible; but remember, you should talk 

with your healthcare provider if you have any questions about 
your treatment.

?

We’re here for you
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*If you have enrolled in the program.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Genentech is committed to supporting you with your OCREVUS treatment, and our 
Patient Navigators can provide support designed for you.

Support along your journey

Who is your Patient Navigator?

Once OCREVUS has been prescribed for you, you can enroll in OCREVUS CONNECTSTM 
where you will be teamed up with Patient Navigators.

These people will work with you and your healthcare team throughout your entire 
journey with OCREVUS. 

What does your Patient Navigator do?

Before your infusion: 
• Understands your insurance coverage and assistance options for OCREVUS

•  Coordinates finding an infusion center or provides information about home infusion that 
you may discuss with your doctor

• Reviews the infusion process with you from start to finish, including an infusion checklist

•  Identifies financial assistance options, including enrollment in the OCREVUS Co-Pay 
Program, if you are eligible

After your infusion: 
• Answers questions about OCREVUS

• Contacts you when it’s time to prepare for your next infusion

Feel supported along your journey.
Call your Patient Navigator at 1-844-OCREVUS  
(627-3887), 9 AM-8 PM ET.
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Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Knowing what to expect can make 
all the difference

Committed to helping you find assistance options

We understand your medication can be costly. If you have experienced a change in 
insurance or income and are worried about paying for your treatment, your Patient 
Navigator may be able to find assistance options to help you pay for OCREVUS.

There are options if you have:

•  A commercial insurance plan (such as one you get through your employer or through  
a Health Insurance Marketplace like HealthCare.gov)

 
If you are eligible, the options to help you pay for OCREVUS include:

• The OCREVUS Co-pay Program* (if you have a commercial insurance plan) 
• Referrals to independent co-pay assistance foundations† 
• Referrals to the Genentech Patient Foundation‡

Your Patient Navigator can take you through the process of getting treatment 
with OCREVUS and assist you along the way.

* In order to be eligible for the OCREVUS Co-pay Card, the patient must have commercial insurance; must not have Medicare, Medicaid, or other 
government insurance; and must meet other eligibility criteria. They also must agree to the rules set forth in the Terms and Conditions for the 
program. Please visit www.OCREVUS.com/copay for the full list of Terms and Conditions.

† Independent co-pay assistance foundations have their own rules for eligibility. We cannot guarantee a foundation will help you. We only refer 
you to a foundation that supports your disease state. This information is provided as a resource for you. We do not endorse or show financial 
preference for any particular foundation. The foundations in this list are not the only ones that might be able to help you.

‡  If you have health insurance, you should try to get other types of financial assistance, if available. You also need to meet income  
requirements. If you do not have insurance, or if your insurance does not cover your Genentech medicine, you must meet a different set of income  
requirements.

To learn more about how your Patient Navigator can help, call 1-844-OCREVUS (627-3887).

Table of 
contents

About
OCREVUS

Infusion
experience

OCREVUS
support

Additional
resources

FAQs

• A public insurance plan (such as Medicare or Medicaid) 
• No insurance

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

http://www.OCREVUS.com/copay
https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Additional resources
As you navigate your journey with MS and OCREVUS, there are a few resources that may 
help (noted on pages 18-22). You can fill out, print, or take them with you to your next 
appointment with your healthcare provider or share them with loved ones.

Included are:

Your OCREVUS
infusion checklist

Questions to ask your
healthcare provider or

infusion team

Tips for 
support partners
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I realize I am lucky because I have a proactive healthcare
team, but I still have to advocate for myself, and you
should too.”

-Katrina, USING OCREVUS SINCE 2017

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Preparing for your infusion

Your OCREVUS infusion checklist

Know before you go. The better prepared you are for your infusion,  
the better your experience will be. Your healthcare professional or  
infusion center staff may provide a checklist to help you prepare.  
Here are a few suggestions from us:

Keep handy a list of medications you’re taking to share with the healthcare team. 
Be sure to include prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and  
herbal supplements.

Have a list of all the healthcare providers who help manage your care.

Call OCREVUS CONNECTS™ at 1-844-OCREVUS (627-3887) and speak with  
a Patient Navigator regarding any questions you might still have concerning  
your infusion.

Wear loose-fitting clothes and consider dressing in layers. The more comfortable 
you are, the better.

Stay hydrated — bring a water bottle with you.

Bring a pillow and blanket in case you get sleepy.

Have items that you enjoy to help keep you occupied: laptop/tablet, book/
magazines, games/puzzles. 

Have your chargers with you.

Have food or snacks with you, but check with your infusion provider first  
to see what their policy is.

Read through the OCREVUS Medication Guide before your infusion to familiarize
yourself with important information about your treatment.

Be comfortable at the infusion center. Here are a few things that can help:
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Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf
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Questions to ask your healthcare 
provider or infusion team

Questions to ask your healthcare provider:

Questions to ask your infusion team:

Q: Is home infusion an option for me?

Q: Am I eligible for a shorter OCREVUS infusion time? 

Q: Can I continue taking my regular medications?

Q: Can I eat and drink before and during the infusion?

Q: How will I feel during the infusion?

Q: Will I notice any changes in my MS after the infusion?

Q: How will I feel after the infusion?

Q: What side effects might I experience after receiving an infusion?

Q: How should I prepare for my infusion?

Q: What should I do if I start to feel like I’m having a reaction to the infusion?

Q: Will I be in a room by myself or will I be with other people receiving infusions?

Q:  Can my loved one stay in the infusion room with me to keep me company? 

Q: Will I be able to talk on the phone while I’m being infused?

Q: Can I drive a car immediately after the infusion?

Q: Can I go back to work after the infusion?

Q: If I am receiving a home infusion, how will that change any of the above? 
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Questions to ask your healthcare  
provider or infusion team

Notes:
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Before infusion day:

Day of infusion:

•  Make a copy of the list of medications your loved one is taking, just in case you  
need it, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and  
herbal supplements

•  Keep a list of all of your loved one’s healthcare provider information handy — you 
never know what information may be required

• Review infusion materials ahead of time

•  If your loved one has never had an infusion, they may be nervous — let them  
know you’re available to talk

• Keep a reminder of their appointment somewhere visible, like on the refrigerator

•  Consider asking your loved one if they would like company during their infusion,  
whether at an infusion center or their home

•  Help them prepare for the day — have a bag ready filled with comfort items such  
as a blanket, warm socks, a laptop, or puzzles, and bring water to help them  
stay hydrated

•  If you aren’t able to accompany your loved one to their infusion, try to make  
sure you’re available in case they want to reach you

•  If you are staying during the infusion and have questions, the infusion nurse  
should be able to provide information

As your loved one gets ready for their infusion, there may be things  
you can do to help you both feel prepared. Here are some tips to  
consider that may be useful during each step of the process.

Suggestions for support partners
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After the infusion:

•  Look for any signs of side effects — you may notice things that your loved one  
does not

• Check in with them the day after their infusion to see how they’re feeling

•  Consider creating reminders — add scheduled infusion dates to your calendar, so  
you’ll know when they’re coming up

•  Try to be as flexible as possible with your loved one and how they may feel after  
their infusion

•  Keep the conversation going — having regular touch points with your loved one  
can be helpful for both of you

Suggestions for support partners  
(cont’d)

Understand the OCREVUS treatment journey better.  
 Call OCREVUS CONNECTS™ at 1-844-OCREVUS (627-3887)

9 AM-8 PM ET if you have questions about OCREVUS.
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Indications and  
Important Safety Information  
What is OCREVUS? 
OCREVUS is a prescription medicine used to treat: 
 
•         Relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis (MS), to include clinically isolated syndrome, 

relapsing-remitting disease, and active secondary progressive disease, in adults.

It is not known if OCREVUS is safe and effective in children.

 
Who should not receive OCREVUS?
Do not receive OCREVUS if you have an active hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection.
Do not receive OCREVUS if you have had a life-threatening allergic reaction to 
OCREVUS. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had an allergic reaction to 
OCREVUS or any of its ingredients in the past.

 
What is the most important information I should know about OCREVUS? 
OCREVUS can cause serious side effects, including:
• Infusion reactions: Infusion reactions are a common side effect of OCREVUS, which  

can be serious and may require you to be hospitalized. You will be monitored during 
your infusion and for at least 1 hour after each infusion of OCREVUS for signs and 
symptoms of an infusion reaction. Tell your healthcare provider or nurse if you get any 
of these symptoms:

These infusion reactions can happen for up to 24 hours after your infusion.  
It is important that you call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the signs 
or symptoms listed above after each infusion.
If you get infusion reactions, your healthcare provider may need to stop or slow down  
the rate of your infusion.
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• Primary progressive MS, in adults.

o itchy skin 
o rash
o hives
o tiredness
o coughing or wheezing
o trouble breathing

o throat irritation or pain
o feeling faint
o fever
o redness on your face 

(flushing)
o nausea

o headache
o swelling of the throat
o dizziness
o shortness of breath
o fatigue
o fast heart beat

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Indications and  
Important Safety Information (cont’d)
• Infection:

o OCREVUS increases your risk of getting upper respiratory tract infections, lower 
respiratory tract infections, skin infections, and herpes infections. Infections are a 
common side effect, which can be serious. Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
an infection or have any of the following signs of infection including fever, chills, or a 
cough that does not go away. Signs of herpes include cold sores, shingles, genital 
sores, skin rash, pain, and itching. Signs of more serious herpes infection include: 
changes in vision, eye redness or eye pain, severe or persistent headache, stiff neck, 
and confusion. Signs of infection can happen during treatment or after you have 
received your last dose of OCREVUS. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have an infection. Your healthcare provider should delay your treatment with 
OCREVUS until your infection is gone.

o Progressive Multifocal Leukoencephalopathy (PML): Although no cases have been 
seen with OCREVUS treatment in clinical trials, PML may happen with OCREVUS. 
PML is a rare brain infection that usually leads to death or severe disability. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new or worsening neurologic signs or 
symptoms. These may include problems with thinking, balance, eyesight, weakness 
on 1 side of your body, strength, or using your arms or legs.

o Hepatitis B virus (HBV) reactivation: Before starting treatment with OCREVUS,  
your healthcare provider will do blood tests to check for hepatitis B viral infection.  
If you have ever had hepatitis B virus infection, the hepatitis B virus may become 
active again during or after treatment with OCREVUS. Hepatitis B virus becoming active 
again (called reactivation) may cause serious liver problems, including liver failure or 
death. Your healthcare provider will monitor you if you are at risk for hepatitis B virus 
reactivation during treatment and after you stop receiving OCREVUS. 

o Weakened immune system: OCREVUS taken before or after other medicines that 
weaken the immune system could increase your risk of getting infections.

• Decreased immunoglobulins: OCREVUS may cause a decrease in some types of  
immunoglobulins. Your healthcare provider will do blood tests to check your blood  
immunoglobulin levels.

Before receiving OCREVUS, tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical 
conditions, including if you:
• have ever taken, take, or plan to take medicines that affect your immune system, or 

other treatments for MS. 
• have ever had hepatitis B or are a carrier of the hepatitis B virus. 
• have had a recent vaccination or are scheduled to receive any vaccinations.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.gene.com/download/pdf/ocrevus_prescribing.pdf


25

Table of 
contents

About
OCREVUS

Infusion
experience

OCREVUS
support

Additional
resources

FAQs

Indications and  
Important Safety Information (cont’d)

©2021 Genentech USA, Inc. All rights reserved. M-US-00007521(v3.0) 6/21

o You should receive any required ‘live’ or ‘live-attenuated’ vaccines at least 4 weeks 
before you start treatment with OCREVUS. You should not receive ‘live’ or ‘live 
attenuated’ vaccines while you are being treated with OCREVUS and until your 
healthcare provider tells you that your immune system is no longer weakened.

o When possible, you should receive any ‘non-live’ vaccines at least 2 weeks before 
you start treatment with OCREVUS. If you would like to receive any non-live 
(inactivated) vaccines, including the seasonal flu vaccine, while you are being treated 
with OCREVUS, talk to your healthcare provider.

o If you have a baby and you received OCREVUS during your pregnancy, it is important 
to tell your baby’s healthcare provider about receiving OCREVUS so they can decide 
when your baby should be vaccinated.

• are pregnant, think that you might be pregnant, or plan to become pregnant. It is not 
known if OCREVUS will harm your unborn baby. You should use birth control 
(contraception) during treatment with OCREVUS and for 6 months after your last 
infusion of OCREVUS. Talk with your healthcare provider about what birth control 
method is right for you during this time. 

 o  Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take OCREVUS 
during pregnancy. If you become pregnant while receiving OCREVUS, tell your 
healthcare provider right away. Talk to your healthcare provider about registering with 
the OCREVUS Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of this registry is to collect information 
about your health and your baby’s health. Your healthcare provider can enroll you in 
this registry by calling 1-833-872-4370 or visiting www.ocrevuspregnancyregistry.com.

• are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not known if OCREVUS passes into your 
breast milk. Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby if you 
take OCREVUS.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.
What are the possible side effects of OCREVUS? 
OCREVUS may cause serious side effects, including: 
•  Risk of cancers (malignancies) including breast cancer. Follow your healthcare  

provider’s instructions about standard screening guidelines for breast cancer.
These are not all the possible side effects of OCREVUS.
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side effects to the 
FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.
For more information, go to www.OCREVUS.com or call 1-844-627-3887.
For additional safety information, please see the accompanying full Prescribing 
Information and Medication Guide.

Please see Indications and Important Safety 
Information on pages 23-25, and click here for full 
Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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